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T1 HE 
Nonjurors Letter. 
SIR, 


ficult matter, to get time to give 
your laſt well meant addreſs a 
£vVA=2 conſideration ; yet, I cannot but 
ſtill admire at the narrowneſs of your con- 
ceptions, of the chriſtian worſhip, and how 
mankind hugg themſelves in an imagined ſe- 
curity of ſcarce half their duty. 
I thank God, I efteem and value the holy 
ſcriptures, in as high a manner, as any per- 
ſon living. I believe both the Old, and New 
Teſtament to be the word of Gop, and con- 
ſequently true, and that they contain every 
thing neceſſary to falvation ; but if the chriſ- 
* - tia n 
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tian worſhip ſhould be confined to expreſs texts 


of ſcripture only, it would make a very odd 
appearance: And therefore we muſt have re- 
courſe to the practice of thoſe who were 
ſucceſſors to the Apoſtles, to guide us to the 
manner how we ought to worſhip, in an ac- 
ceptable way. If we reject theſe teſtimonies, 


Chriſtianity ceaſed in its infancy, and the 


world ever fince has been at a loſs for a rule 
to walk by, to know how. the firſt Chriſti- 
ans ſerved their Gop. 

I believe the doctrines and practices of the 
pure primitive church, upon a principle that 
is atteſted by the ſame witneſſes that atteſt 
the number of books, and the divine autho- 
rity of the Scriptures: and by the bleſſing of 
Gop, ſhall always adhere to the conſentient 
teſtimony and tradition of the antient church 
in the beſt and pureſt ages of it, though 
it were rejected by the whole proteſtant com- 
munion. There is a vaſt difference between 
the obſervation of primitive rites and apoſ- 
tolical traditions, and the novel rites and tra- 
ditions of the church of Rome, who in that 
reſpe& have out done the Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, by their traditions; but the abuſe of 


tradition, is no warrant for the non-obſervance 


of it: if it ſhould, we may throw away our 
Bible ; for all ſcripture written barely upon 


a traditionary account of things need not be 
obſerved ; confequently St Luke's goſpel can 


be no part of it, becauſe he declares he re- 
| | ceived. 


451 


ceived what he there wrote from others, Chap. | 
1, 2. How can we diſtinguiſh between the 
genuine and ſpurious works of the Apoſtles, . 
but by tradition? The ſcripture cannot prove 
itſelf; and therefore without tradition our 
Bible is of no authority, our faith, our hope, 
nay our whole religion is vain. 
St, Paul in many inſtances recommends 
tradition, 1 Cor. xi. 2. 2 Theſſ. ii. 15. c. iii. 
6. where we have mention of St. Paul's 
traditions, and conſequently apoſtolical tra- 
ditions, delivered as well by word of mouth, 
as by epiſtle, and a condemnation of ſach 
as do not equally obſerve both. The divine 
authority of the New Teſtament is, and has 
been a previous article of faith, taught and 
believed in all churches; and yet there is not 
one book in it, which either ſays of itſelf, 
or of the whole Teſtament, that it is of di- 
vine authority, or was written by divine In- 
ſpiration, The admitting women as well as 
men to the holy Euchariſt has been the uni- 
verſal cuſtom and practice of the Church; 
and yet no one book of the New Teſtament 
ſays in expreſs words, that women were ad- 
mitted to the holy ſacrament, indeed no 
more than that infants were baptized. There 
are many more doctrines and practices, which 
have been taught and profeſſed, as common 
principles of Chriſtianity, of which we have 
no expreſs mention in the New Teſtament, 
nor can be aſſigned to any counſil when they 
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had their beginning, conſequently apoſtolical. 
In whatever churches differ, primitive anti- 
quity is the beſt ſtandard of catholick and 
apoſtolick revelations, wherein they muſt all 
meet, if ever they will retrieve that catholick 
communion for which the primitive church 
is ſo deſervedly famous. And it will be more 
practicable, if it be on the ſame terms, nei- 
ther more nor leſs, than what was then in- 
ſiſted on. 
I 6heartily wiſh all the articles of your 
Church were as ſound as the ſixth, but even 
that article you build ſo much upon, has 
only relation to faith, not works. 

Lou ſay, Let you muſt acknowledge that in- 
Hiration was final in the Apoſtles, Indeed Sir 
J cannot acknowledge it, becauſe I take in- 
ſpiration to be an illumination of the Hol v 
Ghost, which our bleſſed Saviour promiſed 
to continue to the end of the world, and 
not with the Apoſtles only, and we find they 
F Apoſtles ] were fallible, (as well as the ſuc- 


ceeding fathers might be) even after they 


had in a wonderful manner received the ear- 
neft of the pirit, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it; 
and therefore we can draw no certain con- 
clufion from thence, that the fathers for the 


firſt three hundred years were not in the 


right in their practice, when they were con- 
fentient in their teſtimony ; it's a ſtrong ar- 
gument they were in the right, when they 
were unanimons in their practice all over the 
18 world. 


E 

world. And as Tully ſays, That the conſent 
of all men, is the voice of nature; ſo the 
conſent of all Chriſtians in opinion and prac- 
| tice for ſo many ages, ought to be received 
as the undoubted ſenſe of the ſcriptures and 
the voice of the catholick church, 

As for inſpiration we every one have it in 
ſome degree or other; for the true light, 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world, 
St. Jobn i. ver. 9. here is no exception, no, 
not of even the heathens themſelves, for 
they will be ſaved through Chriſt's merits, 
but every man in bis own order. We are 
wanting to ourſelves, otherwiſe the Spirit 
would be much more manifeſt in us, and 
though it did not arrive at the height of 
working miracles, (the occaſion being ceaſed) 

et it would lead us into thoſe truths, which 
_ been long agoe perverted, neglected and 
almoſt forgot. as 

Biſhop Gr:fin might very well aſſert what 
he did, notwithſtanding the diſputes that aroſe 
in the centuries you mention: for though 
ſome hereſies and diviſions had their begin- 
ing in thoſe ages; yet the clergy teok care 
to nip them in the bud, to ſhow the laity 
the unwarrantableneſs of their pretenſions, 
and novelty of their practice: and it was a 
great providence of God, for the advantage 
of after Ages; that (as our Saviour foretold 
diviſions ſhould ariſe) they were canvaſſed 
over in thoſe illuminated ages, that we a 

| this 


= 
38 this diſtance of time might diſtinguiſh the 
| ſpurious from the orthodox faith and prac- 
j tice. 
My allowing that [ it] is not to be feen 
in the original will be of no ſervice to your 
criticiſm, for in the third Chap. of St. Luke 
from the 247. ver. to the end you cannot 
find | the Son of] in the original text: in 
a great many places of ſcripture, words are 
underſtood to bring it conſiſtent with engliſh, 
and give me leave to remark, we ought not 
to diſturb and darken expreſſions of ſcrip- 
ture by forcing that ſenſe upon them which 
1s moſt remote and unnatural, and in the 
mean while willingly over look and paſs by 
that ſenſe which is moſt obvious and eaſy 
to the common apprehenſion of any unbi- 
affed and impartial reader, and that it was 
never well with the chriſtian world ſince it 
began to be a matter of ſo much ſubtilty 
| and wit for a man to be a true Chriſtian. 1 
| | Now to take a review of the tranſlation 1 
of our Saviour's Words in the xxvith, Chap. 4 
| of St, Matt. 26h. ver. Jesus took bread, 4 
and bleſſed it, and broke it, and gave it to 4 
His diſciples, and ſaid, take eat: where it is 
[ to be obſerved ſit] is left out, though as 3 
1 confiſtent here as the other ¶ its J. Who can F 
with any propriety of ſpeech fay, that the 
! bleſſing, breaking, giving and * have 
El no relation to the bread ? | | 
To 


1 
To bleſs, hath divers ſignifications in ſerip- 

ture. Firſt, Man is ſaid to bleſs Gop: then 
it ſignifieth to praiſe and give thanks. Se- 
condly, Gop is ſaid to bleſs man, and then 
it ſignifieth actually to confer ſome good or 
other. Thirdly, Man is ſaid to bleſs man, 
and then it ſignifieth to wiſh well unto, Which 
is uſually done with the invocation of the 
name of Gop the fountain of all good that 
cometh to man, or to any creature in heaven 
or carth. Read Numb. Chap. vi. ver. 22. 
to the end, where you will find a power gi 
ven to man to bleſs the creature, entirely 
. diſtinguiſhed from bleſſing of God, as you 
would have it SHY in 1 New Teſta- 
ment. 

As every thing in the creation Kade the 
fall is polluted by nature, ſo our bleſſed Sa- 
viour had very good reaſon, to call down a 

bleſſing upon thoſe elements which He de- 
7 ſigned ſhould repreſent His unſpotted body, 
1 and life-giving blood, that they might be pu- 
> rifyed and cleanſed from the curſe they had 
| contracted, and thereby become more like 
. glorious body, and be made meet to be 
offered to His Far HER being ſanctifyed by 


1 the HoL Y SPIRIT. 
Alter repeating the words of inftiturion 
; theprimitive Chriſtians ſaid. 


And we beſeech Thee to look favourably on 
the gifts, which are here ſet before Thee, O 
Ti hou ſelf-ſufficient God: and do Thou accept 

B them 
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them to the benour of thy CuRISsTHͤHů; and ſend 
down Thine HoLy Sy1RIT, the witneſs of 
the ſufferings of the LoRx D JESUs upon this 
15 — chit A may make Fx bread the body 
of Thy CHRIsT, and this cup the blood of 
Thy CHRIST, &c. | 
Tour notions of government are ſo tinc- 
tured. with Hoadlhani/m, which has been ex- 
ploded, and fo ſolidly anſwered, in the beſt 
anſwer. ever was made, and to which no an- 
{wer ever will be made, (which J will lend 
you if you will read it) that there need be 
little ſaid upon that head: for the laws of 
God, and man forbid reſiſtance, upon any 
pretence whatever, and no government of 
what nature ſoe ver, ever did or could allow 
it. But ſince you are fo hard upon the Dr. 
it way not be amiſs to ſhew you that, that 
doctrine is not a notion chargeable upon the 
Doctor alone: if he poor man! hath been ill 
taught by his mother, the blame is to be laid 
upon her, and he is to be excuſed. It is ſhe 
that taught him paſſive obedience. He ſucked 
it in his mother's milk, it was bred in the 
bone, and it never got out of his fleſh. What 
a fad fate attended him? he had the misfor- 
tune to be bred at Oxford, where paſſive obe- 
dience hath long been the doctrine of the 
malignant place. Nay, ſo determined was 
the Doctor by his unhappy Stars, (pardon 
the expreſſion) to imbibe that ſlaviſh princi- 
ple, that he was bred in the yery ſame col- 

i 8 


We. 


We. 


[1] 


lege, where the immortal Sanderſon drew up 


the univerſity's unanſwerable reaſons againſt 
the covenant. But to ſpeak of the Doctor's 


mother: in the ſecond part of the homily 


againſt diſobedience and wilful rebellion, ſhe 


has theſe words. David was fain to ſave his 
Life, not by rebellion, or any reſiſtance, but 
by 7. and hiding himſelf from the King's 
fiebt. Shall not wwe, being good people, as 
we are, riſe and rebel againſt a prince hated 
of God, and God's enemy, and likely ta be 
hurtful, and pernicious to the Common-wealth ? 
Shall we not riſe and rebel againſt fo unkind 
a prince, nothing conſidering or regarding our 
true, faithful, and painful Service, or the ſafe- 
guard of our poſterity? Shall we not riſe and 
rebel againſt our known, mortal and deadly 
enemy, that ſeeketh our lives? No, ſaid Godly 
David. What ſhall we do then to an evil, un- 
kind prince, an enemy to us, hated of God, 
hurtful to the Commen-wealth, &c? Lay no vi- 
olent hands upon him, ſaith good David, but 
let him live untill God appoint and work bis 
end. ” OO. 

Thus much I thought proper to tranſcribe 
but the whole ſermon is worth your read- 
ing. CHRIST taught us plainly, that even 
the wicked rulers have their power and au- 
thority from God, and therefore | obſerve 
the reaſon | it is not lawful for their ſubjects 
to withſtand them, although they abuſe their 
power. 


B 2 We 


an] | 
We practice what our Redeemer both did 
himſelf and commanded His Apoſtles to do 
after Him: and as to non-reſiſtance we have 
the laws of God, and of all nations to bear 
us out. „ . 
Now at the latter end of mine, as at the 
beginning of yours, to make the debate not 
only ſhort, but to put an entire end to it, 
I muſt obſerve to you that I aim at no in- 
tereſt by being of the communion of which 
I am an unworthy member ; but upon the 
moſt deliberate enquiry and conſideration, I 
believe it to be the moſt pure this day up- 3 
on the face of the Earth. We have CHRIS 3 
and the bleſſed Saints on our fide; and may 
we not fairly ſay then, If Gop be for us, 
who can be againſt us? If he juſtifies us, 
who is he that condemns us! = 
I pray God to grant you impartiality, 

that you may ſubmit to truth, and become 3 

really a cathelick by embracing thoſe precepts, 

3 doctrines and practices, Say” 2 
| tained the Chriſtians that glorious title. This 
is what I muſt recommend to you as you 
love your own ſoul, but however you think 
fit to act in this affair, I ſhall always remain 
S 

WEN TOC 
Sir, 17 v0 
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And humble Servant, © 
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Oxonian's Anſwer. 


— 4 SIX. 


2 7 is with much concern, that 
I have obſerved in your letter, 
dated 22d. October laſt, ſuch no- 
tions, as I have for many years 
9 paſt firmly believed to be great- 

ly miſtaken, or very uncertain, though I have 
taken ſome pains to be rightly informed, and 
to judge as impartially as I could concerning 


the ſentiments of thoſe who differ from me. 


I know it to be my duty, if I can, to aſſiſt, 


or at leaſt to excuſe imperfect inquirers after 


truth, who happen not to find it: I do this 

moſt willingly, and am highly pleaſed, when 

others deal with me in the fame manner. 
My abſence in the country hath delayed 

this anſwer, which I could not begin to draw 

up till lately. 

Vou ſeem to lament the narrowneſs of my 


- conceptions, concerning the Chriſtian wor- 


ſhip. 


1 


ſhip. Sir, It has been my great endeavour 
for many years to acquire the trueſt and full- 
eſt conceptions that natural or revealed reli- 
gion can afford me, of my worſhip of, and 
duty to almighty Gop: though I, and all 
muſt acknowledge that the beſt come ſhort 
in adequate conceptions, and the performance 
of our duty too, to the ſupreme being. I 
believe, as you tell me, you do, Soth 
the Old and New Teſtament to be the word of 
God, and that they contain every thing neceſ- 
fary to ſalvation: From which I infer, that 
they contain all the rules neceſſary in the 
. worſhip of God. But you on the contrary 
fay, that if the Chriflian worſhip, ſhould be 
confined to expreſs texts of ſcripture only, it 
would make a very odd appearance, Theſe 
your words are a ſtrong but as ſtrange inſi- 
nuation, that the holy ſcriptures do not con- 
tain all things neceſſary to ſalvation ; and your 
reaſon follows, wwe muſt have recourſe to the 
ſucceſſors of the Apoſtles, to guide us to the 
manner how Wwe ought to worſhip in an accep- 
fable way. This ſurprizes me as much as 
your former words : by them you make the 
ſcriptures an inſufficient rule of worſhip. 
Unhappy notion! Hitherto the judgment of 
moſt Chriſtians hath been, that the rules of 
ſcripture, concerning worſhip, . are the true 
and only rules we can fafely follow : and the 
forms of divine worſhip, as uſed in the Few- 
Iiſb church, ſome of which we find in the 


Ea 
book of P/alms, were approved by Jeſus 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, who frequented the 
Temple and. the Synagogue, as you will pre- 
ſently recollect. And beſides this, ſecondly, 
moſt divines antient and modern have hi- 
therto judged the Lord's prayer, to be the 
great ſtandard and rule of worſhip, by which 
all Chriſtians were to be guided in the exer- 
ciſe of their Devotions. 

zaly. The great object of our wartblp'i is 
ſecured expreſsly by the Lord's prayer, and 
by other paſſages, eſpecially Rom. xv. 6. 
Eph. iii. 21. In theſe two texts, you have 
the judgment of St Paul, concerning the 
great and only object of divine worſhip: and 
in this laſt paſſage was the divine with and 
prayer of the bleſſed Apoſtle. 9570 
4thly. You have the judgment of St, Paul 
againſt your notion, 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17.5 who 
faith expreſsly, that all ſcripture is given by 
inſpiration .of God, and is profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for inſtruc- 
tion in righteouſneſs, that the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all 
good works, Now, Sir, I deſire to know, 
whether the man of God, or the good Chriſ- 
tian can be made perfect, or thoroughly fur- 
niſhed for the worſhip of God by the holy 
ſcriptures or not? you ſay, he cannot, unleſs. 
a recourſe be had to the ſucceſſors of the Apoſ- 
tles. Pray, Sir, were not thoſe worſhippers 
who lived before the time of the ſucceſſors 


of 
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of the Apoſtles, right and true worſhippers ? 
Or did the Apoſtles in ſo great a point leave 
them to be directed by their fallible ſucceſ- 
ſors ? Don't we all know how ſoon diviſions 
and herifies crept in? 1 Cor. xi. 19. 2 Pet. 
ü. 1. And how ſoon their fautors corrupted 
the Chriſtian worſhip ; and how ſadly their 
corruption prevailes in far the greater part of 
the Chriſtian church to this day! N 
How little has your notion of tradition 
concerned itſelf in the hindrance of this cor- 
ruption, or rather how much has it promoted 
it? Had the holy ſcriptures been made the 
only ſtandard of divine worſhip, and of di- 
vine truth, the lamentable apoſtacy in the 
Chriſtian church had been prevented; and 
we had never heard of Sabellian, m, Aria- 

mſm, or Tritheiſm, x. 
I cannot, Sir, but be greatly Sapeived and 
much concerned at thefe words in your let- 
ter, that you believe the doctrines and praftices 
of the pure primitive church, upon a frinci- 
ple that is atteſted by the ſame A oh that 
atteſt the number of books, and the divine au- 
thority of the ſcriptures. Wonderful inadver- 
tence? Is there any book in the world, that 
can pretend to compare with the holy ſcrip- 
tures in the ſame number of manuſcripts, co- 
pres, verjions, in ſo many languages, preſerv- 
ed in ſuch an accurate n to each 
other, by the Hereticks as well as Orthodox? 


Do not all Chriſtians to this day, wherever | 
Chriſt- 


3 FE 
. Chriſtianity prevails, uſe the ſame Greek Teſ- 
tament, though they greatly differ among 
themſelves ? Can their conſentient judgment 
in this very thing, be pretended by you or 
any perſon, to be ſet upon an equal foot 
with the conſentient traditions of the antient 
church ? The great boaſt of traditions made 
by the Apoſtatic Church of Rome, on which 
ſhe founds many of her doctrines, you ſeem 
to reject; and ſhould your favourite Bri/hop 
Grifin. If you would give yourſelf the trou- 
ble as I adviſed you to read Biſhop Forbes 
Inſtructiones Hiftorico-Theokgice, you would 
find how little reaſon there is to depend upon 
the conſentient traditions of the primitive 
church; and how much reaſon there is for us to 
depend only upon the conſentient teſtimonies 
of the ſacred writers in our faith, worſhip, 
and practice of our holy Chriftian religion. 
You are pleaſed. to put me in mind from 
ſome texts, that I muſt and ought to admit 
of tradition: ir, I do admit it thus; I ad- 
mit that Gop the father delivered the goſ- 
pel to Jeſus Chriſt : I admit that Jeſus Chriſt 
delivered it to his apoſtles, and diſciples, of 
the Jewiſh nation: I admit that they care- 
fully delivered it to other nations, wherever 
they preached the goſpel. This tradition I 
admit, but then you muſt admit on your 
part, that they did not truſt that divine ſyſ- 
tem to their preſent hearers only, but thought 
it neceſſary, and were inſpired to * 
C the 


1 
the ſame divine ſyſtem to writing, to fecure 
the ſame to after ages. And in the like man- 
ner, all wiſe nations have committed their 
laws to writing: and that I may name the 
higheſt authority, the great law of the ten 
commandments or decalogue was written 
with the finger of God. You ſee in the 
judgment of Gop himſelf, how much pre- 
ference 1s given to the ſecurity of written laws 
before truſting to the uncertain conveyance 
of oral tradition: and this uncertainty is 
made out ſo clearly, by the traditions of the 
church of Rome; that you, Sir, I believe, 
and every wiſe man muſt, upon examination, 
own there can be no dependance upon them. 
You have referred me to ſome texts about 
tradition, of which I was well adviſed before 
hand, And you, Sir, I think, ought to be 
cautious of laying too great ſtreſs upon tra- 
ditions; when you could not but obſerve how 
much our maſter Jeſus Chriſt has cenſured 
them, in his diſcourſe with the Phariſees, 
Matt. xv. 3. who were fond of their antient 
traditions. Whereas, he and his Apoſtles 
in their diſcourſes cite Moſes, the Pſalms, 
and the Prophets, as appears in many in- 
ſtances, and ſlight the Feuiſh traditions, As 
to your obſervation about the dependance 
of ſcripture in general, and St Luke in par- 
ticular upon tradition, I think, I have before 
ſaid enough to make you ſenfible, that no 
books now extant in the world can pretend 
| to 
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to compare for number of. manuſeripts and 
verſions, and the citations of all ſects and 
parties, Kc. which all concur in eſtabliſhing 
the ſacred text, very few paſſages excepted 
in paſſages not very material. St. Lułe was 
_ converſant with Barnabas and Paul for a 
whole year at Antioch, and afterwards with 
St Paul himſelf for more than twenty years : 
From theſe two inſpired perſons, St. Luke 
had an opportunity of being moſt accurately 
informed in the hiſtory of his goſpel and the 


Acts. 
And when *tis conſidered that "7 had 


wrote his goſpel after he had peruſed ſeveral 
* Amynoes or narratives Written by others con- 
cerning Chri/t and his goſpel. We may be 
certain that he uſed the greateſt diligence 
and exactneſs in drawing up his account, 
having alſo the aſſiſtance of the two divine 
erſons before mentioned: beſides which you 
are to conſider that the inſpired St. Luke him- 
ſelf, thought it neceſſary to commit to writ- 
ing his goſpel to aſſure poſterity of the cer- 
tainty of thoſe things which others, not hav- 
ing his divine ſpirit, might miſrepreſent. 
As to St. Paul's recommending traditions, 
which you mention 1 Cor. xi. 2. 2 Theſſ. 
ii. 15. Chap. iii, 6. they were certainly the 
doctrines they had been taught by himſelf 
or others; and confirmed by him in his epiſ- 
tlesto the Corinthians and 7. beſſalomans, which 


| he judged the ſafeſt way of ſecuring his con- 
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verts in the true Chriſtian religion. Vour 
general words which are theſe, the divine au- 
thority of the New Teſtament is, and bas been 
a previous article of faith taught and believed 
in all churches ; and yet. there is not one book 
in it, which either ſays of itſelf, or of the 
_ whole Teſtament that it is of divine authority, 
or was written by divine inſpiration ; I ſay 
theſe general words are commonly met with 
in poprſh writers. Pray, what do you think 
of 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. and what do you 
think of many citations made by Chriſt, and 
the divine writers? Did they not look upon 
the books of the Old Teſtament to be divinely 
inſpired ? Mot certainly Sir, the firſt autho- 
rity of books inſpired is from Gop himſelf 
their author; but the conveyance of thoſe 
books muſt have been by the men of one 
age to the ſucceeding age; and how ſecure: 
ſuch conveyance has been, is witneſſed by in- 
numerable writers in all ages and languges. 
And the reducing the books of the New 
Teſtament, into one ſacred canon was giving 
them a ſuperior ſanction and authority to all 
human writings: fo far all after ages are obli- 
ged to the conſentient tradition of the Com- 
filers of the canon. 

1 differ from you about the admiſſion 
of women to the facrament; becauſe: in 
the text 1 Cor. xi. 28. St. Paul ſeems to me 
7 to include both ſexes in the word as 6 
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As to the Baptiſm infanis, conſider well 
ſeveral texts which mention the baptiſing of 
the houſeholds of the Faylor, Stephanas, and 
others; which upon the converſion of the 
chief of each family, the whole were pre- 
ſently baptiſed ; or as that rite ſignifies, de- 
dicated or devoted to the worſhip of Almighty. 
God by the Chriſtian religion ; as upon Abra- 
ham's entring into covenant with God, Gen. 
xvii, he and his family were all circumciſed. 
Now, no leſs care was taken by the Apoſtolic 
church of dedicating their children to Gop, 
than had been before them by the Jewiſb 
ſynagogue. As to the many other doctrines and 
practices you mention, and ſuppoſed to be 
founded upon Apoſtolical tradition, they may 
be conſidered when they are named. 

As to your notion that primitive antiquity 
is the beſt tandard of catholic and apoſtolic re- 
wvelations : theſe are words which to me ſeem 
very uncertain in their meaning: For the 
moſt primitive antiquity is the New Te/ta- 
ment, and the moſt certain; and ought ſurely 
to be the moſt catholic tlandard amongſt all 
Chriſtians. And as for the conſentient Fudg- 
ment of the ſucceſſors of the Apaſties in ſome 
points which you do not name, we have very 
few books of the firſt and ſecond century, 
wherein to find their Goncenſus : ſhew it me, 
but in a few particulars, and I will admit 
them, if conſentient with ſcripture, or reject 
them if 20t. | „ een ty 6 | | 
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In a following paſſage you are pleaſed to 
expreſs your approbation of the ſixth arti- 
cle of the church of England: but then you 
add, it has only relation to faith not works. I 

prehend this to be a great miſtake : for if 
the holy Scriptures as that Article aſſerts, 
contains all things neceſſary to ſalvation, as 
certainly they do, then all the rules relating 
to good works, and true worſhip are to be 
found in them, or they had been imperfect. 
You. ſeem to think the article refers only to 
matters of faith, whereas I take it in a more 
general ſenſe, and to fignify the whole Chriſ- 
tian faith or perſuaſion, which muſt be in- 
cluded by the words all things neceſſary. 

I would by no means limit the inſpira- 
tion of God's Spirit, if you will admit that the 
holy Apoſtles had it in a ſuperior degree above 
any of their ſucceſſors, who many of them 
fell into miſtakes both in doctrine and prac- 
tice, in the firſt three hundred Years: and 
ſo far were they from being conſentient in 
their doctrines and practices that the whole 
eaſtern and weſtern churches were divided 
about the obſervation of Eaſter. And the 
doctrine of Sabellius prevailed amongſt many 
of thoſe fathers, and ſtill continues amongſt 
ſome of the followers of the 'Schoolmen, 
and yet both ſides appealed to a Om: and 
the writers of former ages. 

I ſtill think Biſhop Griffin fighter, which 


is ſometimes the caſe of wiſe and good men. 
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And if you, Sir, would read Dr. Forbes, as 
before mentioned, and Euſebius Eccl. Hi 
tory, and Dr. Middleton ; I think, you muſt 
ſee his, and your own miſtake about the 
conſent of the fathers of the firſt three centu- 
ries, To conclude this point, you ſeem to 
me to lay the foundation in part upon the 
holy ſcriptures, and partly upon the conſent 
of fallible men in ſucceeding ages, who have 
been fallible, notoriouſly fallible in ſome of 
their deciſions, wherein ſome few of the ma- 
ny, who did not attend, at their pretended 
general counſels, yet took upon them, to eſta- 
bliſh a general Creed of the catholic faith of 
all Chriſtians. 1 
I obſerve your remark upon the words in 
the inſtitution of the Lord's ſupper. It is 
ealy and proper to ſupply words, where the 
original manifeſtly requires it : but the ſenſe 
of our Maſter Cbriſt, who ſpoke Syriac, is 
repreſented by three of the Evangeliſts by 
the word tu piS ot, and by St. Paul: and 
the word wa-yn0zs is not found in many of 
the beſt copies of St. Matthew. I have ſome 
reaſon, I think, to prefer this reading ; viz. 
Jeſus took bread, and having given thanks, 
and broke it, Tis not ſaid, he bleſſed the 
bread, but he took the bread, and having 
given thanks, he brake it, Sc. beſides the 
word wxapinozs is uſed upon other occaſions, 
as in the caſe of the ſeven loaves, Sc. ſo 
ready was he to expreſs his devotions to al- 
| mighty 
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mighty Gov. You inſiſt upon it, that bleff⸗- 
ing as well as breaking had a relation to the 
bread; and I inſiſt upon it, that giving 
thanks to Gop, and breaking the bread, have 
as much propriety, and more repreſent Chriſt's 
true intention ; and I could cite the learned 
Critics to juſtify my ſenſe, but I have no lei- 
ſure for it at preſent. 

You imagine, but I can aſſure you, you 
are greatly miſtaken that I am tinctured with 
Hodlianiſm : I can very ſolemnly declare that 
my notions of civil government were of an 
earlier date than any of his writings: and 
though you ſuppoſe that his notions are an- 
ſwered and exploded, I muſt fay the con- 
trary with very great aſſurance, that tis far 
otherwiſe ; and that the contrary notions are 
not only declining but diſregarded by the 
wiſeſt and ableſt Judges here and abroad. 

To begin, Sir, with your equivocal word 
reſiſtance, IJ know no wife man, nor good 
Chriſtian that either pleads for, or juſtifies 
refiftance to government properly fo called : 
that indeed in its nature is truely irrefiſtible ; 
but Zyranny, which is highly and improperly 
called government is not, nor can be the 
ordinance of God, for GoD cannot authorize 
any perſon or family to employ their power 
in any unjuſt acts whatever, and it is ab- 
ſurd to plead divine authority in favour of 
injuſtice and tyranny. That ſacred paſſage in 
the 13th. of Romans, hath been fadly _ 
| taken 
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taken and much abuſed to defend an ab/olute 
paſſeve obedience ; a duty, and a ſacred duty 
too, only owing to the abſolute wiſdom and 
power of God, but to no mortal man whatever. 
I admit of paſſive obedience, that is of ſuf- 
fering injuries from governors and others by 
private perſons, where a remedy cannot be 
obtained in a Chriſtian or a prudential way. 
I myſelf have pleaded for this near forty 
years ſince; and then judged the caſe of Da- 
vid, who retained an armed force, not fit 
to be allowed nor followed: But there are 
remedies for public and general injuries, againſt 
the whole ſtate and conſtitution, which may 
be fairly and fully juſtified by the laws of 
Gop, and all wiſe nations. You, Sir, muſt 
allow, what no man can deny, that the 7ſt 
r:1ghts of ſubjects in all countries to their lives 
and properties, and to their laws and conſti- 
tutions, if founded on natural and divine. 
Juſtice, are truely and properly the ordinance 
of Goa, as well as the rights of Princes their 
governors ; but with this difference, that the 
rights of governors are poſterior to, and de- 
rived from the rights of particular nations ; 
and are conſtituted for and in behalf of pub- 
lick good. This was the ſenſe of St. Paul 
in the xiii.' of Romans, he is the miniſter of 
God & 1d dyevw for the general good of the ſub- 
jeft : and ſo far Nero himſelf was ſuch in 
the execution of juſt and righteous laws; 
put take his character in another view, as a 


3 perſon 


[ 26] 
perſon armed with power, acting violence, 
and the higheſt injuſtice againſt the perſons 
and rights of the Roman people, and over- 
turning the conſtitution and deſtroying the 
ce of the Roman ſtate. In this view he 
moſt juſtly deſerved the character of 5 dvr. 
retard. TH Aar Ts ts, 7. e. the greateſt and 
moſt notorious reſiſter of the ordinance of God 
in the Roman ſtate: for as I have hinted the 
rights and conſtitution of the nation, found- 
ed on the laws of Gor and nature are fo 
far juſtly ſtiled the ordinance of God. - As to 
your general notion of glance of juſt pow- 
er, and lawful authority; I utterly diſ- 
_ own and diſclaim it, as much as you, or 
any perſon whatever can pretend to do. 
There is in our ſtate, and has been in all 
civillixed nations, I believe a legal reſiſtance 
founded on reaſon and the conſtitution ; for 
inſtance, if the prince ſets up a claim againſt 
any private right, &c. that right may be 
defended, and his claim reſiſted or oppoſed 
eren in his own courts here ; and has been 
often done. with ſucceſs, as appears in ma- 
ny caſes in our law books: and the King's 
judges in his own court muſt give ſentence 
againſt the crown: and defending the ſub- 
j:Qs rights in many caſes, is doing juſtice to 
them, and no injury to the crown, though 
it be an oppoſition to their claim; as this is 
certainly true in actions brought by private 
ſubijects, fo it muſt certainly hold in defence 
of 


15 


King 7 


1 


of whole nations, in their lives, liberties, and 
conſtitution againſt the zſurpations of real 
oppreſfſors, who ſet themſelves in a notorious op- 
poſition to, and violent deſtruction of thoſe very 
rights, and that very conſtitution, which by the 
duty of their office, they are bound and ſworn 
to maintain. This was the caſe of the late 
s, who (in a proclamation which 
J have by me, as it came from the royal 
preſs, iſſued in Scotland, and may be ſeen in 
our hiſtory, claimed an ab/olute power, and 
prerogative royal, to which he would have obe- 
dience paid, without reſerve) ſet himſelf above 
all law, though he had ſworn to govern by 
be law; and by ſuch a claim, declared him- 

ſelf abſolute maſter of our laws and conſtitu- 
tion; which he afterwards over-ruled by bis 
diſpenſing power, and which he exerciſed to 
- ſet afide the power and effect of a law, made 
for the defence of church and ſtate, againſt 
all invaſions upon our civil and religious li- 
berties; and to bind us hand and foot, and 
leave us without all remedy, turned out a 
proteſtant, and brought in a popiſb army in 
Treland, expreſsly contrary to the conſtitution 
there; and raiſed a ftanding army in England; 
and was modelling both army and navy here in 
England to ſecure his grand defign of over- 
turning our proteſtant conſtitution in church 
and ſtate, which in all the juſt parts of it, zs 
the ordinance of God in Great Britain; and 


he was in truth, the great reſiſter of that or- 
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diuinance; but the wiſe, the honeſt, and the 
brave Britons, who ſtood up in defence of 
that ordinance of God againſt him, were 
and are in the fight of Gop, and all wiſe 
men, the true heroes and patriots of their 
time; and deſerve the veneration and reſpect 
of the preſent and all future ages. 

Lou tell me that Dr. Hicks had the miſ- 
fortune. to be bred. at Oxford, —and you call 
it chat malignant place, by the way of ſneer. 
It was indeed the misfortune of that uni- 
verſity to be led by a few warm and overbear- 
ing perſons in à convocation, at the latter end 
of the reign of King Charles the ſecond, to 
draw up a paper called the Decretum Oxoni- 
enſe; in ſome: paflages + whereof, our very 
conſtitution was cenſured : But pray conſider, 
- have not moſt univerſities in Europe been © 
miſtaken ? And maſt Chriſtian churches erred? . 
It muſt be remembred to the everlaſting 
| honour of the univerfity of Oxford, that it 
was the firſt learned body in chriſtendom, who 
begun in the famous. Wickliff's time, to em- 


brace ſome points that were forerunners of a 


ſucceeding reformation ; and it muſt alſo ne- 
ver be forgotten that at the moſt glorious re- 
volutian in 1688. the univerſity of Oxford, 
with a zeal and wiſdom worthy of that 
learned: body, addrefled the blefled King 
William, in the moſt grateful and dutiful 
language, expreſſing their deep ſenſe of their 
yuh cur gent deliverance : and, as J have been 

told, 
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told, many of the perſons concerned in that 
addreſs declared, they did ſign it with hand 
and heart. Upon a ſober review of what 
has lately been done, and when ſome of 
the junior Students ſhall be better informed, 
when Hi EMINENCE the very learned C—l 
KINO, the CicERo of the preſent age, ſhall 
have publiſhed his eloquent Orations in defence 
of the preſent Proteſtant Royal Family : and 
his Philippicks (divine Fame) again/t a Po- 
p1ſh pretender, I am perſuaded, that the wiſe 
and worthy perſons of that learned ſociety 
will make fall amends for the temerity and 
indiſcretion of ſome of their raſh and in- 
contiderate members, and no longer ſuffer 
themſelves to be miſled by ſome perſons of an- 

_ tirevolutional and anticonſtitutional principles. 
O that Dean Hicks, otherwiſe a learned 
perſon, ſhould be ſo unhappily miſtaken in 
a point, wherein his county and his religion 
were ſo much concerned; unhappy, un- 
happy man! And the ſame, I judge of you, 
Sir, and all others who are of his unfortu- 
nate party; and continue in. your -wiſhes, 
prayers and endeavours to unſettle and over- 
turn our preſent bleſſed ſecurity under a 
proteſtant royal family, by whom we have the 
only reaſonable hopes of continuing and im- 
proving our preſent brit;/þ conſtitution; a 
conſtitution founded by our anceſtors the 
Britons, improved by the Romans, Saxons, 
Normans, and our Engliſb and Scotifh An- 


ceſtors, 
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ceſtors, by common aud ſtatute laws, all which 
are ſuch a body of wiſe, juſt and excellent 
rules of equity and juſtice, of which we and 
our Anceſtors have had the experience for 
ſo many ages paſt. Are theſe to be Jubjett 
to the arbitrary will and pleaſure of a prince's 
pretended diſpenſing power and prerogative; 
and to be deſtroyed by a jingle edift and pro- 
clamation * can any wiſe man in the world 
that conſiders this well, ſuffer himſelf to be of 
that mind? and allow himſelf to ſuppoſe any 
one mortal man or family, ever was invefled 
by almighty God, with ſuch a ſuperior irręſiſti- 

ble power, as to ſet afide, and overthrow a 
ſtem of the wiſeft, and juſteſt laws of a whole 
nation? and ſuch a ſiſtem as he was bound by 
his oath and his office 10 maintain and all his 
Anceſtors before bim? Credat Judeus appella ! 
The community of every nation are the right- 
ful poſſeſſors of ſuch ſyſtem or conſtitution ; 
and the perſon who invades it, and is de- 
ſtroying it, is moſt certainly the greateſt re- 
fler of the ordinance of God; whom we 
muſt ſuppoſe, as a wiſe governor of the 
world, doth moft certainly authorize the 
juſteſt laws, and the moſt equitable govern- 
ment; and utterly doth abhor and deteſt all 
attempts to overthrow them. St. Paul af- 
firms that a prince by his office and duty 
is the miniſter of God for good, ſo an honeſt 
old lawyer Bracton underſtood it — gui opera 


Dei 25 miniſter Dei * ſed qui opera 
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Diaboli fecerit, miniſter Diaboli eff, You 
ſee, Sir, in his account whoſe miniſter he 
muſt be, who like the antient or modern Ne- 
roes, uſurp a power to deſtroy nations rights 
and liberties at their will and pleaſure, 

As for the Hhomily you mention, I knew it 
well many years ago, and the Compilers had 
in their view a rebellion againſt juſt authority, 
and not a rational defence againſt uſurping 
fower : they could not be ſo groſsly miſtaken. 
Lou fay, you and your party practice, 
what Chriſt both did himſelf and commanded his 
Apoſtles to do after bim. I wiſh you would 
do fo under our preſent governors ; who make 
the conſtitution the rule of their government. 
All ſuch as truely love their country, and its 
conſtitution wilt heartily honour and obey 
them ; and as heartily renounce, and reject, 
all the claims of an afetator regni Britan- 
nici, who is ſo very unreaſcnable, as to co- 
vet the revenue, and the honour of the Britiſh 
empire, when he is very conſcious, we know 
not who he is; and his own conſcience muſt 
tell him, that his principles are incompatible 
with our civil and religious rights and liber- 
ties, For he muſt know, and cannot be ig- 
norant, that it is impoſſible for him to go- 
vern Britain, a free people, and a great, ge- 
nerous, wiſe, and proteſtant nation, but by her 
proteſiant laws and conſtitution; and that 
there are in being now, at this time, all the 
proteſtant ſtatutes of King Henry the eighth, 
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King Edward the fixth, Queen Elizabeth, 
Charles the firſt, and ſecond, and their ſuc- 
cefſors, in full force againſt his principles: 
every true and wiſe Briton, muſt declare 
himſelf a hearty enemy, not to his perſon, 
but to bis pretenſions: let him then as a juſt 
and an honeſt man, and a true friend to 
mankind ceaſe to diſturb and embroil us, 
and I will ſay from my heart, Rome vivat 
valeat, et feliciter, | IS 


I am 
Reverend Sir, 


Dur real well ber. 
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Ad alfectatorem Regni Britannici. 

FF ECTASSE ferunt regnum cæleſte Ole 

A gente 4 

Altius ac Highlands, ſtruxiſſe ad ſydera Montes, 

Vana fides! etenim de cælo fulming tactos 

Jupiter evertit: ſic ille Britanicus Heros 

Teque tuos domuit Victor Gulielmus in oris 

O Culadona, tuis et forti marte repreſſit. 


Fruſtra Gallus, Iber, Fruſtra nos belliger Orbis, 
Exagitent Britonas, fruſtra Cacodæmonis Armis, 
Rama potens Stygiis, vaticana fulminet Arce: 
Fruſtra orando Deoſque Deas tua Roma fatiſcat ; 
Flectere cum nequeat Superos, Acheronta movebit ? 
Et fruſtra Britones renovent perjuria falf, 

Non Paz non Papicolæ tibi Fata dederunt, 
Inperium Pelagi, et Britonum fælicia Regna, 

Non ceſſere diizeternis ſpolianda Tyrannis, 

Aft Hanovere tibi æternis potiunda Triumphis. 


ER R A 1 
PAGE, z. line 9. after ha/f; read doing. 


P. 2% l. 22. for wFagusnos, r. cv, n. 


E THE 


CONTENTS. 


7 # HE Author $ concern for the Non- 

_—_. page, 12 

Tradition cenſured by Jeſus Chriſt, p-. 18 
The ſcriptures appealed to by Chriſt, and 


his Apoſtles. p. 14 
The uncertainty of tradition, by . Fa- 
thers. p. 16 
The certainty of our religion, only in the 
ſcriptures. p. 19 
Government, properly ſo called, irreſiſta- 
ble.  Þ. 26: 
The ſyſtem of laws are the conſtitution. 
2 | 

That the rule of the Prince's wes 41 
People's obedience. p. 26 
The juſt laws of every unn. the or- 
dinance of Gd. „p28 38 


Nero, and all Tyrants, the great reſiſters 

bk the ordinance of God. p. 26, 27, 30 
8 A ſhort apology for the univerſity of Ox- 
ford. p-. 28, 29 

Friendly advice to the Nonjuror. p. 31, 32 

Kk- he Oxford Scholar rſes to the Pre- 

tender. C 


